
 Attachments/Illustrations to David G Palmer’s OIMTS 2024 Paper, ‘Picking up where John Wesley awkwardly left off…’ 

 

THE RHETORICAL TABLE  
OF THE NEW TESTAMENT’S TEXTS IN THEIR WRITING PHASES 

 

 

 

 

 

    Writing Style               Book/Letter Structure       Sectional Structure 

 

     Phase 1 50s-60s 1 Thessalonians  abb’                                  (P) AA’ (E)     (ABB’;ABB’;ABB’) 

  Galatians      abb’     (P) ABB’XABB’ (E)     (ABB’;ABB’;ABB’) 

  Philippians      abb’         (P) ABB’A’ (E)     (ABB’) 

   Philemon           abb’           (P) ABB’ (E)     (abb’:abb’) 

   1 Corinthians      abb’                (P) ABB’XABB’ (E)        (ABB’:ABB’)  

   2 Corinthians      abb’                (P) ABB’XABB’ (E)     (ABB’:ABB’)  

   Romans      abb’              (P+Intr.) 1;2;C;2’;1’ (E)    (ABB’;ABB’;ABB’) 

 

  Ephesians      abb’         (P) ABB’A’ (E)     (ABB’;ABB’;ABB’) 

  Colossians      abb’           (P) ABB’ (E)     (ABB’;ABB’) 

 

2   70s Mark       abb’         (P) ABB’A’ (E)       (ABB’XABB’*1/1,2,3,C,3’,2’,1’*2) 

Matthew  abb’ (aa’ & abb’a’)      1(p+);2;3;4;5;C;5’;4’;3’;2’;1’(+e)    (14s=2(abb’xabb’)); 2 & 2’: (3x14)  

   Luke       abb’      1(p+);2;3;4;5;C;5’;4’;3’;2’;1’(+e)    (ABA’); 1 & 1’: (ABB’) 

   Acts       abb’      1(p+);2;3;4;5;C;5’;4’;3’;2’;1’(+e)    (ABA’); 1 & 1’: (ABB’) 

  

3  80s-90s John       abb’          ABB’XABB’/     (ABB’;ABB’:ABB’;ABB’) 

                    1(p+);2;3;C;3’;2’;1’(+e)    

  1 John       abb’          (p+) ABB’A’     (ABB’;ABB’;ABB’) 

   2 John       abb’          (P) ABB’ (E)     (abb’) 

   3 John           abb’        (P) ABB’A’ (E)     (abb’) 

   Jude       abb’                (P) ABB’XABB’ (E)     (abb’) 

  Revelation      abb’   (P) 1;2;3;C;3’;2’;1’ (E)    (Intr., 1,2,3,4,5,6,7) 

 

  2 Thessalonians  abb’                  (P) AA’ (E)     (ABB’:ABB’) 

   1 Timothy      abb’       (P) 1;2;C;2’;1’(E)     (ABB’) 

   2 Timothy      abb’         (P) ABB’A’ (E)     (ABB’) 

   Titus       abb’           (P) ABB’ (E)     (ABB’:ABB’) 

 

  Hebrews      abb’      1(p+);2;C;2’;1’(+e)     (ABB’:ABB’)  

   James       abb’           (P) ABB’A’      (ABB’;ABB’;ABB’) 

   1 Peter       abb’                   (P) ABB’A’(+e)     (ABB’;ABB’;ABB’) 

 

4  100s 2 Peter       abb’          (P) ABB’(+e)      (ABB’;ABB’) 

 

 

 

Where, under Book/Letter Structure, A,B,B’,X,1,2,3,4,5,C,5’,etc. denote Sections and where, under Sectional Structure, ‘A’ generally* 

signifies the presence of a lower level ABB’ (or abb’) formation (likewise also B, B’ and X); where ABB’ (and abb’) are three-part 

progressions, where A is introductory, B is the first development and B’ is the second, corresponding and completing development; 

where AA’ denotes two abb’ constructions in parallel; where ‘X’ is a central turning point; where (P) is an independent abb’ 

Prologue/Letter Introductory Greeting; where (+Intr.) is specifically an Introduction to the Theme of the Work/Section; where (E) is an 

independent abb’ Epilogue/Letter Closing Greeting; where (p+) and (+e) are, in turn, incorporated Prologues and Epilogues. *The 

exceptions on A,B,B’ and X above are in Luke and Acts where the Sub-Sections are variable composites of ABB’ and AA’ elements. 

Numerically: Mark can be characterised as a 4x7 scheme, John as a 7x12 scheme and Revelation as a 7x7 thematic scheme (each has 

meaning/needs interpreting); Matthew, Luke and Acts are 11-part, 1-5C5-1, chiasms; and Matthew’s 5 teaching blocks, Romans, I 

Timothy and Hebrews are 5-part chiasms, intentionally structured to the Old Law’s 5 sections, in chiasm as the Pentateuch’s Hebrew 

reveals - TWRH,TWRH, YHWH, HRWT, HRWT – as headings, shown vertically as edentations. 

 



LUKE-ACTS 
LUKE’S GOSPEL For Gentiles: it is a fresh representation of the contents and meanings of Mark’s and Matthew’s Gospels, re-structured and re-
mythologized. The presentation begins, turns and ends on actions, happening, or about to happen in Jerusalem, which highlight and contrast the 
workings of law and grace.  
 

Section 1: 1.1-80  Prologue; Angel’s Announcements: Promises of Births;  
(80 verses)  Belief and Disbelief; John the Baptist’s Birth  
           A(Prologue: aa’)B(AA’)B’(AA’)  1.1-2/3-4; 5-25/26-38; 39-56/57-80 
  Section 2: 2.1-52  Jesus’ Birth; Salvation               
   (52)    I(ABB’)C(ABA’)I’(ABB’)  2.1-20; 21-40; 41-52               
    Section 3: 3.1-4.44  Jesus’ Baptism, Genealogy, Three Trials & Rejection     1  Inheriting Eternal Life:  Law and Love             
     (82)       I(ABA’)C(ABA’)I’(ABA’)  3.1-20; 21-4.30; 31-44                      ABB’  10.25-29; 30-37; 38-42   
      Section 4: 5.1-8.21  ‘Sinners to Disciples’                            2  Prayer: Right Praying, Persistence, Holy Spirit is Given  
       (159)         I(4AA’)C(ABA’)I’(4AA’)  5.1-6.19; 20-49; 7.1-8.21                       ABB’  11.1-4; 5-8; 9-13 
        Section 5: 8.22-9.43a  Jesus’ Identity: ‘the Christ’, His ‘Death’,             3  The Kingdom of God: what is Internal is Important       
         (77.5)       Glorious Return as Judge, His Glory: Disciples’ Purpose             ABB’  11.14-36; 37-54; 12.1-12 
                      I(ABB’)C(ABA’)I’(ABB’)  8.22-56; 9.1-22; 23-43a                     4  Earthly/Heavenly Riches: the Coming of the Son of Man  
           Section C: 9.43b-19.48  Jesus’ Journey to Jerusalem              ABB’  12.13-21; 22-34; 35-48 
            (436.5)       (I) Setting Out; Fate of Jesus & Cities; 3 ‘Disciples’?        5  Divisions, Warning & Prudence, Repentance            
                              I(ABB’)C(ABA’)I’(ABB’)  9.43b-50; 51-10.20; 10.21-24            ABB’  12.49-59; 13.1-5; 6-9 
                               (C) His Teachings on ‘the Way’  10.25-18.30   - - - - - -   C Kingdom: Entry; Jerusalem: Jesus is to be killed there      
                                (I’) Arriving; Fate of Jesus & Jerusalem; 3 ‘Servants’           I(ABB’)C(AA’)I’(ABB’) 13.10-30; 13.31-33/34-35; 14.1-24 
                 I(ABB’)C(ABA’)I’(ABB’) 18.31-19.10; 11-28; 29-48                  5’ Divisions, Warning & Prudence, Repentance        
         Section 5’: 20.1-21.36   Jesus in the Temple: His ‘Death’, ‘the Christ’,      ABB’  14.25-35; 15.1-10; 11-32 
        (83)            Return as Judge in Glory; Disciples’ Purpose            4’ Earthly/Heavenly Riches: Coming Judgement  
                        I(ABB’)C(ABA’)I’(ABB’) 20.1-19; 20-21.4; 5-36                ABB’  16.1-15; 16-18; 19-31 
      Section 4’: 21.37-22.53  ‘Disciples to Sinners’;  Jesus’ Arrest    3’ The Kingdom of God: is Within, not Coming with Signs   
     (51.5)          I(2(AA’))C(ABA’)I’(2(AA’))  21.37-22.13; 14-30; 31-53         ABB’  17.1-10, 11-19; 20-37   
   Section 3’:  22.54-23.25  Jesus’ Three Trials & Denials/Rejections                      2’ Prayer: Persistence, Right Praying, Receiving Kingdom 
   (42)           I(ABA’)C(ABA’)I’(ABA’)  22.54-62;  63-23.12; 13-25                       ABB’  18.1-8; 9-14; 15-17 
 Section 2’:  23.26-56a  Jesus’ Death; Salvation                                 1’ Inheriting Eternal Life:  Law and Love         
(29.5)           I(ABB’)C(ABA’)I’(ABB’)  23.26-31; 32-49; 50-56a                         ABB’  18.18-23; 24-27; 28-30 

       Section 1’:  23.56b-24.53   Angels Announce, ‘Jesus is Risen!’;                                    
       (53.5)    Belief & Disbelief; a New Promise (of Jesus)    

                  A(AA’)B(AA’)B’(AA’)  23.56b-24.7/8-11; 13-27/28-35; 36-43/44-53   
 

 
THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES  Luke’s first book is the template for his second; he tells that ‘the Life of Jesus is lived again in the Life of the Church: it 
is a Life of Mission that the Spirit brings to birth, directs in the World and sustains through every kind of trial’. His scheme begins with activities in 
Jerusalem (and near by), turns centrally on what happens from the new base of Antioch (both in Jerusalem and in Psidian Antioch) and ends in Rome. 
 

Section 1: 1.1-26  Prologue;  Pre-Ascension Promises of the Spirit for Witnessing;  Angels’ Announcements;   
(26 verses)  the Pre-Pentecost Days in Jerusalem; Judas’ Replacement  
               A(Prologue: AA’)B(AA’)B’(AA’)  1.1-5/6-9; 10-11/12-14; 15-22/23-26 
   Section 2: 2.1-42  Pentecost; the Birth of the Church’s Mission; the Spirit is given; All can be Saved, Three-thousand are! 
    (42)       I(AA’)C(ABB’)I’(AA’)  2.1-4/5-13 ; 2.14-21/22-28/29-36 ; 2.37-40/41-42 
     Section 3:  2.43-5.42  The Developing Church in Jerusalem:  Arrests, Trials and Judgements 
      (110)          I(ABB’A’)C(abb’a’)I’(ABB’A’)   2.43-3.10/11-26/4.1-12/13-22 ; 4.23-31 ; 4.32-5.11/12-25/26-32/33-42 
       Section 4:  6.1-9.31  The Jerusalem Church:  Stephen’s Speech & Martyrdom; Persecution and Scattering; Saul’s Conversion 
        (146)           I(AA’)C(ABB’)I’(AA’)   6.1-4/5-7 ; 6.8-8.1a/8.1b-40/9.1-27 ; 9.28-30/31 
         Section 5:  9.32-11.21  Peter, on Mission: the Role of Vision and the Spirit; Jesus is Judge  
          (80)              I(abb’)C(ABB’)I’(abb’’)  9.32-43 ; 10.1-23a/23b-33/34-48 ; 11.1-21 
            Section C:  11.22-16.5  Three Journeys of Saul (Paul) and Barnabas, from Antioch: 
             (160)         (I)  To Jerusalem and back (taking famine relief);  James’ Death;  Peter’s Escape; 

                            Saul & Barnabas deliver the relief  
                                      I(ABB’)C(ABB’)I’(ABB’)   11.22-30 ; 12.1-17 ; 12.18-25         

                                (C)   On  Mission, to Psidian Antioch, (Saul) Paul ‘Turns to the Gentiles’  
                                     I(ABB’)                 13.1-3/4-12/13-14a  

                                 C(I(ABB’)C(AA’)I’(ABB’))         13.14b-41 ; 13.42/43 ; 13.44-14.18  
                                           I’(ABB’)                 14.19-20a/20b-23/24-28   
                                 (I’) To Jerusalem and back (over the Law and Gentiles);  Peter’s Speech;  James’ Proposal; 
                          The Importance of Paul and Barnabas to the Church           
                          I(ABB’)C(ABB’)I’(ABB’)  15.1-21 ; 15.22-29 ; 15.30-16.5 
          Section 5’:  16.6-18.23  Paul, on Mission: the Role of Vision and the Spirit; Jesus is Judge 
          (92)              I(abb’)C(ABB’)I’(abb’) 16.6-15 ; 16.16-40/17.1-15/17.16-18.8 ; 18.9-23 
       Section 4’:  18.24-22.29  In Ephesus, Uproar; Sufferings Ahead for Paul; and in Jerusalem, Uproar and Paul’s Arrest 
       (153)  I(AA’)C(ABB’)I’(AA’)  18.24-26/27-28 ; 19.1-41/ 20.1-38/21.1-22.21 ; 22.22-25/26-29 
     Section 3’:  22.30-26.32  Paul’s Trials:  the Judgements and his Appeal to Caesar                  
     (122)            I(ABB’A’)C(abb’a’)I’(ABB’A’)  22.30-23.11/12-35/24.1-23/24-27 ; 25.1-6 ; 25.7-12/13-22/23-26.29/30-32  
   Section 2’:  27.1-28.15  Paul’s Eventful Journey to Rome;  All are to Die, but no, All are Saved!                   
  (59)               I(AA’)C(ABB’)I’(AA’)  27.1-3/4-6 ; 27.7-26/27-38/39-28.6 ; 28.7-10/11-15              
Section 1’:  28.16-31   In Rome:  Paul’s Witnessing continues;  Belief & Disbelief – Gentiles and Jews    
(15)              A(AA’)B(AA’)B’(AA’)   28.16/17-22 ; 23-24/25-28 ; 30a-c/30d-31   
 

 
 
Where ‘A’ signifies the presence of a lower-level abb’ formation (likewise also B & B’); where AA’ are parts in simple parallelism; where ABA’, ABB’A’ and 
ICI’ are parts in chiasm (as 1,2,3...C...3’,2’,1’); and where ABB’ and abb’ are three-part progressions, where A is introductory, B is the first development 
and B’ is the second and completing development (as also a, b and b’).  



THE PROLOGUE OF MARK’S GOSPEL 
 
 

 PART A 
Kaqw;" gevgraptai  
  ejn tw'/ jHsai?a/  
  tw'/ profhvth/, 
 jIdou; ajpostevllw to;n a[ggelovn mou  
  pro; proswvpou sou,  
  o}" kataskeuavsei th;n oJdovn sou: 
 fwnh; bow'nto" ejn th'/ ejrhvmw/, 
  JEtoimavsate th;n oJdo;n kurivou,  
  eujqeiva" poiei'te ta;" trivbou" aujtou', 
jEgevneto jIwavnnh"  
  oJ baptivzwn  
   ejn th'/ ejrhvmw/  
  kai; khruvsswn  
   bavptisma metanoiva"  
   eij" a[fesin aJmartiw'n, 5  
 kai; ejxeporeuveto pro;" aujto;n  
  pa'sa hJ jIoudaiva cwvra  
  kai; oiJ JIerosolumi'tai pavnte",  
 kai; ejbaptivzonto uJp j aujtou'  
  ejn tw'/ jIordavnh/ potamw'/  
  ejxomologouvmenoi ta;" aJmartiva" aujtw'n, 6  
Kai; h\n oJ jIwavnnh"  
   ejndedumevno" trivca" kamhvlou  
    kai; zwvnhn dermativnhn  
    peri; th;n ojsfu;n aujtou',  
   kai; ejsqivwn  
    ajkrivda"  
    kai; mevli a[groin, 7  
  kai; ejkhvrussen  
  levgwn,  
 [Ercetai  
  oJ ijscurovterov" mou  
  ojpivsw mou,  
 ou| oujk eijmi; iJkano;"  
   kuvya"  
   lu'sai  
    to;n iJmavnta  
    tw'n uJpodhmavtwn aujtou': 8  
  ejgw; ejbavptisa uJma'" u{dati,  
  aujto;" de; baptivsei uJma'" ejn pneuvmati aJgivw/. 

 PART B 
Kai; ejgevneto ejn ejkeivnai" tai'" hJmevrai"  
 h\lqen jIhsou'"  
  ajpo; Nazare;t  
  th'" Galilaiva"  
 kai; ejbaptivsqh  
  eij" to;n jIordavnhn  
  uJpo; jIwavnnou. 10  
Kai; eujqu;"  
  ajnabaivnwn  
  ejk tou' u{dato"  
 ei\den scizomevnou" tou;" oujranou;"  
  kai; to; pneu'ma  
  wJ" peristera;n katabai'non eij" aujtovn: 11  
 kai; fwnh; ejgevneto ejk tw'n oujranw'n,  
  Su; ei\ oJ uiJov" mou oJ ajgaphtov",  
  ejn soi; eujdovkhsa. 
Kai; eujqu;"  
  to; pneu'ma aujto;n ejkbavllei  
  eij" th;n e[rhmon. 13  
 kai; h\n ejn th'/ ejrhvmw/  
  tesseravkonta hJmevra"  
  peirazovmeno" uJpo; tou' Satana'.  
 kai; h\n meta; tw'n qhrivwn,  
  kai; oiJ a[ggeloi dihkovnoun aujtw'/. 

 PART B’ 
Meta; de; to; paradoqh'nai to;n jIwavnnhn 
 h\lqen oJ jIhsou'" eij" th;n Galilaivan  
  khruvsswn to; eujaggevlion tou' qeou' 15  
  kai; levgwn  
 o{ti Peplhvrwtai oJ kairo;"  
   kai; h[ggiken  
   hJ basileiva tou' qeou':  
  metanoei'te  
  kai; pisteuvete ejn tw'/ eujaggelivw/. 
Kai; paravgwn  
   para; th;n qavlassan  
   th'" Galilaiva"  
  ei\den Sivmwna  
   kai; jAndrevan  
   to;n ajdelfo;n Sivmwno"  
  ajmfibavllonta" ejn th'/ qalavssh/:  
   h\san ga;r aJliei'". 17  
 kai; ei\pen aujtoi'" oJ jIhsou'",  
  Deu'te ojpivsw mou,  
  kai; poihvsw uJma'"  
   genevsqai aJliei'" ajnqrwvpwn. 18  
 kai; eujqu;"  
  ajfevnte" ta; divktua  
  hjkolouvqhsan aujtw'/. 
Kai; proba;" ojlivgon  
  ei\den  
   jIavkwbon  
    to;n tou' Zebedaivou  
   kai; jIwavnnhn  
    to;n ajdelfo;n aujtou',  
  kai; aujtou;"  
   ejn tw'/ ploivw/  
   katartivzonta" ta; divktua, 20  
 kai; eujqu;"  
  ejkavlesen aujtouv".  
 kai; ajfevnte"  
    to;n patevra aujtw'n  
    Zebedai'on  
   ejn tw'/ ploivw/  
   meta; tw'n misqwtw'n  
  ajph'lqon  
  ojpivsw aujtou'. 

 

 PART A 
As it has been written  
  in Isaiah  
  the prophet, 
 ‘Behold I send the messenger of me (-ou)  
  before the face of you (-ou),  
  who will prepare the way of you (-ou), 
 A voice of one crying in the desert,  
  “Prepare the way of the Lord (-ou),  
   make straight the paths of him (-ou);”’ 
There came to pass John,  
  the one baptizing  
   in the desert, 
  and preaching  
   a baptism of repentance  
   for the forgiveness of sins 
 And went out to him 
  all the Judaean country 
  and all the Jerusalemites 
 And they were baptized by him 
  in the Jordan river, 
  confessing their sins; 
And there was John,  
   clothed in camel hairs,  
    and a leather belt  
    around his waist, 
   and eating  
    locusts  
    and wild honey 
  and he preached,  
  saying, 
 ‘There comes  
  one stronger than me, 
  after me;  
 Of him I am not fit,  
   kneeling,  
   to loosen  
    the thong  
    of his sandals: 
  I baptized you in water; 
  but he will baptize you in Holy Spirit.’ 

 PART B 
And it came to pass in those days, 
 came Jesus  
  from Nazareth 
  in Galilee, 
 and he was baptized 
  in the Jordan 
  by John. 
And immediately,  
  coming up 
  out of the water, 
 he saw the heavens being opened, 
  and the Spirit  
  as a dove coming down into him, 
 and there was a voice out of the heavens, 
  ‘You are my beloved Son, 
   in you I have been well pleased.’ 
And immediately, 
  the Spirit threw him out 
  into the desert. 
 And he was in the desert 
  forty days, 
  tempted by Satan. 
 And he was with the wild animals,  
  and the angels ministered to him. 

 PART B’ 
And after the imprisonment of John 
 came Jesus into Galilee, 
  preaching the Gospel of God 
  and saying,  
 ‘The time is fulfilled 
   and has drawn near 
   the kingdom of God, 
  repent  
  and believe in the Gospel.’ 
And passing along beside the Sea of Galilee, 
  he saw Simon  
   and Andrew,  
   the brother of Simon, 
  casting into the sea,  
   for they were fishermen. 
 And he said to them, Jesus,  
  ‘Come after me, 
   and I will make you  
   to become fishers of men.’ 
 And immediately,  
  leaving the nets,  
  they followed him. 
And going forward a little, 
  he saw  
   James,  
    the son of Zebedee,  
   and John,  
    his brother, 
  and they  
   in the boat  
   mending the nets. 
 And immediately,  
  he called them. 
 And leaving their father Zebedee  
   in the boat,  
   with the hired servants, 
  they went away,  
  after him. 

 

To each part, there are three pieces ABB’, where A is introductory, B is the first development and B’ is the paralleling and completing development, 

hence their beginnings below: 

As it has been written     A 

  in Isaiah….  

     

There came to pass John,     B 

     

And there was John,     B’ 

And it came to pass in those days,   A 

 came Jesus …. 

     

And immediately,      B 

 

And immediately,     B’ 

And after the imprisonment of John   A 

 came Jesus into Galilee ….. 

     

And passing along beside the Sea of Galilee,  B 

 

And going forward a little,    B’ 

 



THE STRUCTURE OF HOMER’S ILIAD 
 

 
   literary     divisions of        53 ‘Days’    literary   thematic and detailed 
designations  the 24 ‘Books’                   in the telling?  annotations          contents 

 

Prologue:  Book 1         Days: 1, 9, 1, 12   P   Treatment of Chryses 
             Burning of the Achaian ships 
             ‘Dawn showed her rosy fingers….. purple’ 
            

        Books 2-3      Day 1  A   Beginning with night – Zeus could not sleep 
           1…….   Meeting between Menelaos & Paris 

Complication: Books 4-7      Day 2  B   Beginning with Zeus and Hera 

           2…….   The arming of Paris 
    Book 8          Day 3   B’   Beginning with ‘dawn spreading her saffron robe’ 
           3…….   The battle wavers to and fro 

            

Turning Point: Book 9       X   X C……      Envoys are sent to Achillês 
            

       Books 10-14      Day 1  A   Beginning with night – Agamemnon could not sleep 
           3’……   How the battle turned  

Dénouement: Books 15-18      Day 2  B   Beginning with Zeus and Hera 

          2’……   The arming of Patroclos 
    Books 19-23      Day 3  B’   Beginning with ‘dawn in her saffron robe’ 
           1’……   Meeting between Hector & Achillês 

 

Treatment of Priam 
             Burning of Hector’s body 

Epilogue:   Book 24        Days: 12, 1, 9, 1  E   ‘Dawn showed her rosy fingers….. purple’ 

 

 

 

MY DOUBLE A0 CHART OF MARK’S GOSPEL (REDUCED) 
 

 



 

Mark’s Gospel exhibits links vertically, horizontally and diagonally. Below are the principal correspondences: 

 

Vertically, for example, in the two middle series, B and B’: 
compare the first days of each:   for Jesus’ identity: in both, he is John the Baptist, Elijah, a prophet; 
compare the last days of each:   for stories of healings of blind people (the only two in the Gospel); 
compare the middle days:    for common openings: ‘from there’, rising up’, ‘into the region’. 

Vertically, for example, in the two outer series, A and A’: 
compare the first days of each:   Jesus enters a city and the principal place of Jewish worship there; 
compare the last days of each:   these are stories of resurrection (the only two in the Gospel); 
compare the middle days:    they tell of plots against Jesus (the first and the last in the Gospel). 

Horizontally, for example in the first Days of each three day sub-series (Days 1 and 5):  
 in the First Series we read about healings and casting out of demons (the demons are to be quiet); 
 in the Last Series we read about ‘two’ disciples being sent by Jesus who foresees things. 

Horizontally, for example in the second Days of each sub-series (Days 2 and 6):  
 in the First Series we read about individual men to whom Jesus ministered;  
 in the Second we read about desert banquets, of 5,000 in the first and 4,000 in the second; 
 in the Third we read about ‘two’ with Jesus in glory and, in turn, ‘two’ wishing to be with him in glory;  
 in the Fourth we read about the clearing of the temple of the old means of sacrifice and, in turn,  
  about the new means of our being made right with God. 

Diagonally, chiastically, for example:  
First Series Fifth Day and Last Series Third Day and  
First Series Third Day and Last Series Fifth Day, for ‘teaching’ and ‘sitting at table’ content;  
see also First Day and Last Day for references to ‘sunset’ in the former and ‘sunrise’ in the latter. 

There are also inclusios as in regard to the first and last Days of Series 
 in the First Series, they have healings of individual women and raisings (by Jesus’ hand) from beds in common; 

in the Last Series, the traditional theme of ‘triumph’ is struck in both Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem and his resurrection. 



TAKEN FROM JOHN WESLEY’S EXPLANATORY NOTES UPON THE NEW TESTAMENT (1754) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



TAKEN FROM J.A. BENGEL’S GNOMON NOVI TESTAMENTI (1742) 
 

 
    

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

The above shows annotations of chiastic arrangement which Wesley decided not to include in his reproduction of 

Bengel’s table on the Structure and Contents of Mark’s Gospel (indeed, just as he did for all the books of the New 

Testament). As a result, Wesley, or his later editors, fail to transmit Bengel’s clarity of division - in the opening of Jesus’ 

time in Judea/Jerusalem. His ‘Seven’ Days in Jerusalem are lost in the Epworth Press, 1976 edition. Bengel’s chart 

computes to a chiasm of A (Prologue); B (Gospel 1st in Galilee); B’ (Gospel 2nd in Judea); A’ (Epilogue). 



 

Section A: 1.1-2.14 
Testimony; God is Light, Live in His Light 

 

A  What was from the beginning,    A 
  what we have heard, 
  what we have seen with our eyes, 
 what we looked upon  (see 4.14) 
   and our hands touched 
   concerning the word of the life 

(and the life was manifested 
   and we have seen  
   and we testify (see 4.14) 
  and we announce to you the life eternal  
   which was with the Father 
   and was manifested to us), 
 what we have seen and heard 
   we announce also to you 
   that you also  
    may have fellowship  
    with us 
  and indeed our fellowship is with the Father 
   and with the son of Him,  

Jesus Christ, 
   and these things we write to you 
   that our joy may be complete.  
  And this is the message    B 
   which we have heard from Him 
   and we announce to you  
  that God is light  (see 4.16) 
  and in Him is no darkness at all. 
 If we say we have fellowship with Him 
   and in the darkness walk, 
  we lie 
  and do not the truth. 
 But if we in the light walk, 
   as He is in the light 
  we have fellowship with each other 
  and the blood of Jesus His son  

cleanses us from all sin 
  If we say that we have no sin        B’ 

ourselves we deceive 
and the truth is not in us. 

 If we confess our sins 
   faithful He is  

and righteous 
that He may forgive our sins 
and may cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

If we say that we have not sinned, 
a liar we make Him 
and His word is not in us. 

B My little children,              A 
   these things I write to you 
   in order that you do not sin. 
 And if anyone sins, 
  an advocate we have with the Father, 
  (the) righteous Jesus Christ. 
 And He is a propitiation concerning our sins, 
  but not for ours only  
  but also for the sins of the whole world. 
  And by this we know               B 
  that we have known Him,  
  if we keep His commandments.  
 The one saying, 
   "I have come to know Him,"  
   but does not keep His commandments 
  is a liar,  
  and in him the truth is not; 5  
 but whoever keeps His word,  
  truly in this one 
  the love of God is perfected.  
  By this we know     B’ 
  that in Him 
  we are. 6  
 The one saying,  
  "In Him, 
  I abide,"  
 he ought,  
  as that one walked, 
  also himself thus to walk. 
B’ Beloved,                 A 
   no new commandment 
   I write you,  
  but an old commandment  
   that you have had  
   from the beginning; 
  the old commandment  
   is the word  
   that you have heard. 8  
 Yet a new commandment  
   I am writing you  
   that is true 

in Him 
and in you, 

because the darkness is passing away 
and the true light is already shining. 9  

The one saying, "I am in the light,"  
   while hating his brother,  
   is still in the darkness. 10  

The one loving his brother  
 remains in the light,  
 and in him is no cause for stumbling. 11  
But the one hating his brother 

is in the darkness,  
and in the darkness walks, 

and knows not where he is going, 
because the darkness  

has blinded  
his eyes.   

  I am writing to you,                B 
  little children, 

because your sins are forgiven  
on account of his name. 

I am writing to you,  
fathers, 
because you know Him  

who is from the beginning. 
I am writing to you,  

young men, 
because you have conquered  

the evil one. 
  I wrote to you,      B’ 

young children,  
because you know the Father. 

I wrote to you,  
fathers, 
because you know Him  

who is from the beginning. 
I wrote to you,  

young men, 
because you are strong 

and the word of God abides in you, 
and you have overcome the evil one. 

1 JOHN 
‘The Life Eternal’ 

 
A First-Century-Style Reading (of the ‘Original’ Greek Text?) 
presented in Literal English by David G Palmer, August 2018 

  

Section B: 2.15-3.10 
Love not the World, Resist the Devil’s Ways 

 

A  Love not the world                 A 
   nor the things in the world: 
  if anyone loves the world, 
   the love of the Father is not in him, 
  because everything in the world, 
             the desire of the flesh,  
                 and the desire of the eyes,  
                 and the pride in riches, 
   is not from the Father  
   but is of the world. 17  
 And the world 
  it is passing away 
  and the desire of it. 
 But the one doing the will of God  
  he remains  
  in eternity. 
  Children,                  B  
   the last hour 
   it is!  
  And just as you heard  
   that antichrist is coming,  
   also now many antichrists have come  
  whence we know  
   that the last hour 
   it is. 19  
 From us they went out,  
  but they were not of us;  
   for if they had been of us,  
   they would have remained with us,  
  but (they went out) 
   that it might be made plain  
   that they are not all of us. 20  
 And you  
  an anointing have 
   from the Holy One,  
  and all of you know. 21  
  I wrote not to you,                   B’ 
  because you do not know the truth,  
   but because you know it,  
  and because every lie - 
   of the truth - 
   it is not. 22  
 Who is the liar  
  except the one denying: 
  ‘Jesus is not the Christ’?  
 This is the antichrist, 
   the one denying the Father  
   and the Son. 23  
  Everyone denying the Son  
   has not the Father.  
  The one confessing the Son  
   has the Father also. 24  
B Let what you heard from the beginning                  A 
  in you 
  remain.  
 If in you remains 
  what you heard from the beginning, 
  also you in the Son  
   and in the Father 
   remain. 25  
 And this is the promise 
  which He promised us,  
  life eternal. 
  These things      B 
  I wrote to you  
  concerning your deceivers. 27  
 And you,  
  the anointing  
   that you received from Him  
   remains in you,  
  and no need  
   you have 
   that anyone should teach you.  
 But as His anointing teaches you about all things,  
   and is true  
   and is not a lie,  
  also just as it has taught you,  
  remain in Him.   
  And now,      B’ 
   little children,  
   remain in Him,  
  that if He is revealed  
   we may have confidence  
  and not be ashamed  
   before Him  
   at His coming.   
 If you know that He is righteous,  
  you know  
   that everyone also practising righteousness  
  of Him  
   has been born. 1  
 See what manner of love the Father has given us,  
   that we should be called children of God  
   and we are,  
  therefore the world does not know us 
  because it did not know Him. 2  
B’ Beloved,             A 
  now we are God's children;  
  and it is not yet revealed  
   what we shall be,  
 we know 
  that when He is revealed,  
   like Him 
   we will be,  
  because we will see Him  
   as he is 3  
 and everyone who has this hope in him 
  will purify himself,  
  just as He is pure. 
   Everyone commiting sin     B 
  is guilty also of lawlessness;  
  and sin is lawlessness. 5  
 And you know  
  that that one was revealed  
  that He might take away sins.  
 And in Him there is no sin. 6  
  Everyone remaining in Him 
   does not sin. 
  Everyone who sins  
   has neither seen Him  
   nor known Him. 7  
  Little children,      B’ 
   let no one deceive you.  
  The one doing what is right  
   righteous is,  
   just as He is righteous. 8  
  The one commiting sin  
   of the Devil is;  
   because from the beginning  
    the Devil sins.  
 For this  
   the Son of God was revealed  
   that He might destroy the works of the Devil:9  
  everyone born of God does not sin,  
   because His seed in him remains  
  and he cannot sin,  
   because he has been born of God. 10  
 By this  
   the children of God are revealed 
   and the children of the Devil:  
  everyone not doing what is right  
   is not from God  
  and the one not loving his brother. 

  

Section B’: 3.11-4.13 
Love One Another, Let God dwell in you 

 

A  For this is the message     A 
  that you have heard from the beginning,  
  that we should love one another. 12  
 Not like Cain  
  who was of the evil one  
  and murdered his brother.  
 And for the sake of what did he murder him?  
  Because his own works were evil,  
  but the works of his brother righteous. 13  
  Do not be astonished,     B 
  brothers,  
  if the world hates you. 14  
 We know  
  that we have passed  
   from death  
   into life  
  because we love one another.  
 The one not loving, 
   remains  
   in death. 
  Everyone hating his brother, 
   a murderer is,  
  and you know  
   that no murderer has life eternal 
   remaining in him. 16  
By this,      B’ 
   we have known love, 
  because that one  
   on our behalf 
   laid down His life 
  and we ought  
   on behalf of the brothers 
   to lay down our lives. 17  
 Whoever has the worldly means of life 
  and sees his brother 
   having need  
  and hides his heart from him, 
 how does the love of God remain in him? 
B Little children,      A 
  let us not love in word, 
   or in speech,  
  but in work 
   and truth. 19  
 And by this we will know  
  that of the truth 
   we are  
  and before Him, 
   our heart shall persuade 
 that if our heart condemns;  
   that God is greater than our heart,  
  and He knows everything. 21  
  Beloved,                    B 
   if our heart does not condemn,  
   we have boldness before God; 22  
  and whatever we ask, 
   we receive from Him 
  because we keep His commandments  
   and do the pleasing things before Him 
 And this is His commandment,  
  that we should believe  
   in the name of his Son,  
   Jesus Christ,  
  and love one another,  
   just as He gave commandment to us. 24  
 And the one keeping His commandments,  
   in Him remains,  
   and he in Him.  
  And by this we know  
   that He remains in us;  
  by the Spirit  
   whom He has given to us. 
  Beloved,                    B’ 
   do not believe every spirit,  
  but test the spirits  
   if of God they are;  
  because many false prophets  
   have gone out  
   into the world. 2  
 By this you know the Spirit of God:  
  every spirit  
   that confesses  
    that Jesus Christ  
    has come in the flesh  
   is of God, 3  
  and every spirit  
   that does not confess Jesus  
   is not of God.  
 And this is the one of the antichrist,  
  of which you have heard  
   that it is coming;  
  and now  
   in the world 
   is already. 4  
B’ You are of God                 A 
   little children,  
   and have conquered them;  
  because greater is 
   the one in you 
   than the one in the world. 5  
  They are of the world;  
   therefore of the world they speak, 
   and the world hears them. 6  
 We are from God:  
  the one knowing God  
   hears us;  
  and the one who is not from God  
   does not hear us.  
 By this we know  
  the spirit of truth  
  and the spirit of error. 
Beloved,                    B 
   let us love one another,  
   because love is from God.  
  And everyone loving 
   of God is born 
   and knows God. 8  
  The one not loving 
   does not know God,  
   because God is love. 9  
 By this is revealed the love of God in us:  
  that His only born Son  
   God sent 
   into the world  
  that we might live through Him. 10  
 In this is love,  
  not that we loved God  
  but that He loved us  
   and sent his Son  
   a propitiation for our sins. 11  
Beloved,                    B’ 
  since God so loved us,  
  we also ought to love one another. 12  
 God no one has ever seen; 
  if we love one another,  
   God dwells in us  
  and His love  
   in us 
   is perfected. 
 By this we know  
  that in Him we dwell  
   and He in us, 
  because of His Spirit 
   He has given to us. 14 

  

Section A’: 4.14-5.20 
Testimony; God is Love, Live in His Love 

 

A  And we have looked on          A 
  and we testify  
  that the Father  
   has sent his Son  
   as Saviour of the world. 15  
 Whoever confesses  
   that Jesus is the Son of God,  
  God dwells in him 
  and he in God. 16  
 And we have known  
  and have believed 
  the love that God has for us. 
  God is love,      B 
  and the one remaining in love  
   in God remains,  
  and God  
   in him remains. 17  
 By this is perfected love among us  
  that we may have boldness  
   on the day of judgment,  
  because just as that one is,  
   also are we in this world. 18  
 There is no fear in love,  
  but perfect love  
   outside 
   casts fear;  
  because fear has to do with punishment,  
   and the one fearing 
   has not been perfected in love. 19  
We love       B’ 
  because he first loved us. 20  
 If anyone says, "I love God,"  
   and hates his brother,  
   he is a liar; 
  for the one not loving his brother,  
   whom he has seen,  
  the God he has not seen 
   he cannot love. 21  
 And this commandment we have from Him:  
  that the one loving God  
  loves also his brother. 
B Everyone believing                   A 
   that Jesus is the Christ  
   of God is born. 
  And everyone loving the parent  
   loves the one born of him. 2  
  By this we know  
    that we love  
    the children of God,  
   when we love God  
   and do His commandments. 3  
 For the love of God is this:  
  that we keep His commandments,  
  and His commandments are not burdensome. 
 Because everyone born of God  
   conquers the world.  
  And this is the victory that conquers the world,  
   our faith. 5  
  Who is the one conquering the world  
   if not the one believing  
   that Jesus is the Son of God? 
This is the one who came     B 
   by water  
   and blood,  
  Jesus Christ,  
   not in water only  
   but in the water and in the blood.  
  And the Spirit is the one testifying,  
   because the Spirit is the truth. 7  
 There are three that testify 
  [ in heaven: 
  the Father, the Word and the Holy Spirit, 
  and these three are one: 
 And there are three that testify 
   in the earth: ] 8  
  the Spirit and the water and the blood,  
  and the three are in one. 9  
If we receive the testimony of men,    B’ 
    the testimony of God  
    is greater;  
   because this is the testimony of God:  
   because He has testified  
    concerning his Son, 10  
  the one believing in the Son of God  
   has the testimony in him;  
  the one not believing in God has made  
    Him a liar,  
   because he has not believed   
    in the testimony  
   that God has testified   
    concerning His Son. 11  
 And this is the testimony:  
  God gave to us  
  life eternal. 
 And this life is in His Son: 12  
  the one having the Son  
   has life;  
  the one not having the Son of God  
   has not life. 
B’ These things I wrote to you                 A 
  that you may know that you have life eternal, 
  the ones believing  
   in the name  
   of the Son of God.  
 And this is the boldness which we have towards Him,  
  that if we ask anything  
   according to His will,  
  He hears us. 15  
 And if we know  
   that He hears us  
  whatever we ask,  
  we know  
   that we have the requests  
   that we asked of Him. 16  
  If anyone sees his brother                  B 
   sinning a sin  
   not to death 
  he shall ask,  
  and He will give him life,  
   to the ones sinning not to death.  
 There is sin to death;  
  not concerning that do I say  
  that you should ask. 17  
 All unrighteousness is sin,  
  but there is sin  
  that is to death. 
  We know      B’ 
  that everyone born of God sins not,  
  but the one born of God, 
   He keeps him,  
   and the evil one does not touch him. 19  
 We know  
  that of God we are,  
  and that the whole world in the evil one lies. 20  
 And we know  
  that the Son of God has come  
   and has given us understanding  
   that we may know the true one;  
  and we are in the one who is true,  
   in His Son  Jesus Christ: 
   this is 
    the true God  
    and life eternal. 



 


